6%                               GAMBARA
creatures. She gave Marianna forty francs and questioned! both, after discovering from the wife^s thanks that she was a Venetian. Prince Emilio, who accompanied his wife, would learn the history of their distress, and Marianna detailed all, making no complaints against God or man,
" Madame," said Gambara, who was not drunk, ^ we are the victims of our own superiority. My music is good ; but so soon as music rises from sensation to idea, only persons of genius should be the hearers, for only they arc capable of responding to it! It has been my misfortune to hear the chorus of angels ; I believed that men could understand those strains. It is thus with women when their love assumes a divine aspect: men can no longer comprehend them."
These words were well forth the forty francs bestowed by Massimilla ; she drew out another gold-piece from her purse, saying, as she gave it to Marianna, that she would write Andrea Marcosini.
" Do not write him, madame 1 " exclaimed Marianna. cc And God grant you may be beautiful forever ! "
" Let us provide for them/5 said the princess to her husband ; " this man has remained faithful to the IDEAL which we have killed."
When Gambara saw the gold he wept; then there came to . him a vague reminiscence of some old scientific experiment, and the wretched composer, as he wiped  away his  tears, uttered these words, which the attendant circumstances made
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